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The IP Montevideo celebrated its 10th anniversary in December 2016. Still, the 

original mission remains the same:  to become a "state-of the-art" research center 

with international projection in the field of biomedicine with focus on molecular 

mechanisms of human and animal diseases. We also seek to pave the way for 

new treatments and cures, contributing to the development of vaccines, biological 

markers of disease and new drugs.  

By December 2016, more than 240 people worked or studied at the IP 

Montevideo, including almost 100 established researchers, technicians or 

assistants coming from several partner institutions and 40 collaborators in 

administration and research support units.  

Seventeen research groups are organized into institutional programs focused on 

the One-Health concept, with emphasis in multidisciplinary molecular approaches 

in human and veterinary medicine including environmental interactions. The 

federative programs are focused on i) Genomics, ii) Molecular, Cell and Animal 

Technology, iii) Obesity, Diabetes, Inflammatory and Cardiovascular Diseases, 

iv) Cancer and, v) Animal Health. These programs are mainly funded by 

institutional grants or agreements with FOCEM (Mercosur), Interamerican 

Development Bank (IDB), the National Institute for Agricultural Research (INIA) 

and the National Agency for Innovation and Research (ANII) and have close 

interactions with the national Republic University and the Institut Pasteur 

International Network (IPIN).  

The IP Montevideo has established central core facilities with "state-of-the-art" 

equipment to study genomic, proteomic, structural & cell biology and animal 

research. In the 2015-2016, an ambitious investment was performed to purchase 

a modern confocal microscope, capillary electrophoresis and a new mass 

spectrometer equipment for proteomic analysis. 

The number and impact of the publications further increased in 2015-2016 period, 

reaching an average of 80 publications/year. According to international data 

banks, publications from the IP Montevideo have a cumulated average of >15 

citations per publication, which can be considered of competitive international 

standard. Remarkably, 3 patents on a new drug-class technology have been filed 

in the last year, which will be likely licensed to a regional start-up company for 

the treatment of inflammatory diseases.   

Our research laboratories provide an environment for the training of advanced 

graduate students. The IP Montevideo also contributes to the training of human 

capacities in collaboration with the national and international postgraduate 

programs. In 2016, we harbor more than 140 MSc, doctoral and postdoctoral 



fellows.  We have also organized several international courses on different topics 

of molecular medicine. In 2016, 60 distinguished professors and dozens of 

advanced students from abroad attended the courses. In addition, we have 

received hundreds of elementary and high school students for different science 

pop activities. All over the year this activity allows us to spread science among 

hundreds of young students.  

Transfer technology to public or private companies is also a major activity of the 

IP Montevideo, contributing to the development of biotechnology and supporting 

the creation of start-up companies. At present, our start-up incubator Bioespinn 

supports the consolidation of 10 start-up companies in different developmental 

stages.  Bioespinn is partially funded by the National Agency for Innovation and 

Research (ANII). 

Finally, the 2016 annual budget of the IP Montevideo was close to 7,5 million 

dollars, mainly coming from the Uruguayan national budget and from own 

incomes by service sales, grants and research contracts, including those 

allocated by European Union (Uruguay-Innova) and FOCEM (MERCOSUR).  

I wish to thank all our researchers and members for their dedication, continued 

support and commitment. Also, I wish to acknowledge the great contribution and 

trust from our partner institutions in Uruguay and France. 

 
Luis Barbeito  
Executive Director  
Institut Pasteur Montevideo 
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Mariela Bollati-Fogolín, PhD (Head) 
Karen Perelmuter, MSc (Staff TA) 
Sabina Victoria, MSc (Staff TA)  
Romina Pagotto, PhD (Research Associate) 
Vanesa Piattoni, PhD (Postdoctoral fellow) 
Soledad Astrada, (PhD student, dissertation December 2016)  
Hellen Daghero (Master student) 

Micaela Sureda (Research internship) ς past member 
Inés Tiscornia, MSc (Staff TA) ς past member 
Giuliana Mastropietro (BSc student) ς finished August 2015  
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